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Pictured at the left the first 
page from the original 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜ 
department was formed on 
Sept. 19 1892. A governing 
body was formed and 
department officers elected. 
The first Chief of the 
department was Fred Knobel. 
Actual number attending is 
unknown but about 17 
different names are 
mentioned when appointing 
positions in the department. 





Pictured below is the first fire house as it was about to be remodeled in to a tavern 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ά5ƻƴƴŀΩǎ tƭŀŎŜέ Φ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊŜƳŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
άǎǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻƴ 5ŜŎΦ р муфнΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ CƛǊŜƳŀƴϥǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
the next week. The date was set but had to be postponed due to a Diphtheria 
epidemic. The dance was finally held on Feb 22 with a total profit of $ 37.00.

Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƻŦ муфо ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǳƎƘǘ мн ŦƛǊŜ ŎƻŀǘǎΣ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎΣ ŀ мс ŦǘΦ ƭŀŘŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ άCƛǊŜ 
.ŜƭƭΦέ ¢ƘŜ ōŜƭƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ



²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ά{ǘŜŀƳŜǊέ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƘŀŘΦ  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
minutes book it was noted as having 2 steamers in 1902.  At the left are our original 
ladder wagon and hose cart. The cart was purchased on Sept. 3, 1894.  In order to get 
the Steamer to a fire scene it was voted to reward a prize of $ 5.00 to the first man that 
showed up at the station with a team and wagon when the alarm was sounded. 

In May of 1895 the department appointed Joe Booher as Janitor for the department  
and paid him the grand sum of $10.00 a year this continued for a number of years.



From meeting records June 7 1897

A fire alarm was done for practice before the meeting. Time from the first 
tap of the bell to first stream of water on the Baptist Church was 4 ½ Min.

Also in 1897  July 19 Meeting proposed to purchase additional  fire coats 
were purchased at a cost of $ 2.75 each and helmets were also purchased 
ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ϷпΦлл ŜŀŎƘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ά CǊŜƘƴŜǊΩǎ 
{ŀƭƻƻƴέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мм ŀƴŘ мн ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǇƳΦ 



CƛǊŜƳŀƴΩǎ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

Tournaments or competition between area departments was a large social event at 
ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊŜƳŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ άƳƻǎǘƭȅ ōȅ ǘǊŀƛƴέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ 
the hosting town. Activities would include completion events between 
departments, Ball Games, Diner and Dance's later.  In order to look more 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ά5ǊŜǎǎ {ƘƛǊǘǎ ϧ 
¢ǊƻǳǎŜǊǎέ  ǘƻƻƪ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ

Also in June of 1898 members S. E. Breylinger and Frank Wescott were appointed to 
ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ άaƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ   ²Ŝ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
marching skills.   

The next slide shows the department results from a tournament at Monroe held in 
July or August of 1897.





Other Social Events

Noted that in December of 1896 the fireman held a Oyster Supper invited the wives 
and the families of the village board members.  Was a practice for a good number of 
years to hold a Banquet with the wives in December or January then after that they 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ά{ǘŀƎ bƛƎƘǘέ  ŦƛǊŜƳŀƴ ƻƴƭȅΦ 

!ƭǎƻ /ŀǊŘ ƎŀƳŜǎ ±{ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ олΩǎ ŀƴŘ плΩǎ 9ǳŎƘǊŜ 
and Yass being played. 

In 1935 in cooperation with the local Legion Post the firemen built a Ball Diamond  
with lights (at the school?) and ran summer ball leagues for a number of years. 

And of course the Local Fireman's dance this was held in various locations. The 2 
IƻǘŜƭǎ ƻƴ aŀƛƴ {ǘΦΣ  YŀƭŜƴΩǎ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ CƛǊŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ 9 
Coates Ave.





IŀǎŜƴǇŦŜŦŦŜǊ CŜŜŘΩǎ

Å¢ŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CΦ5Φ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ мфолΩǎ

Å11/7/1933 voted to furnish 3 boxes of shells 
for hunters for rabbit feed

Å11/4/1935 voted to buy 4 boxes of shells for 
rabbit feed. 



In 1907 had both a Chemical and 

òGasolineó Engine per this 

article from the Messenger March 

20 1907



Previous Engine Notes

In going through the department minutes here are some remarks associated with 
άtǳƳǇƛƴƎ !ǇǇŀǊŀǘǳǎέ   !ǳƎΦ мфлн ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ  ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ н άtǳƳǇƛƴƎ 
9ƴƎƛƴŜǎ Φά

In Dec. of 1913 members were appointed to approach the village board to see 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀŘŜ άhƭŘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜέ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ¢ǊǳŎƪ ƴƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ  ǘƛƭƭ мфнсΦ



Chemical Truck purchased in 1927



Chemical Trucks from Boyer Co.

PUMPS: A-American/B-Barton/D-Darley/E-Evinrude/H-Hale/V-Viking/VP-Van
Pelt/W-Waterous- 3 45Gal refers to number and size of chemical tanks.

FIRE DEPT STATENO. YRCHASSISNO PUMP NO. PHOTO

Montezuma Ind. 11993 1967 FordF95KUA33378 H 27469 Y
Monticello Ind. 7806 1930 Indiana 120M398 H 1997 Y

(at Hand & Hand Restoration-Jackson Mich.-1997)
Monticello Iowa 8555 1932 Studebaker 3426004H 2351 N
Monticello Ky. 2704 1924 Ford 3 35Gal N
Monticello Wisc. 5952 1927 GMC512 Model-T 2 45Gal

2 35Gal N
Monticello Wisc. 8466 1931 GMC512 Model-T-40-B B C27414 N
Montpelier Ind. 4504 1925 Int. 6442 H 1075 N

New Glarus Wisc. 5457 1926 Reo 141401 4 35Gal N
Belleville Wisc. 8105 1930 Int.A-4-3452 H 2142

2 40Gal N

Evansville Wisc. 7805 1930 GMC 1836B H 1983
2 40Gal N

The early òChemicaló trucks worked much like a old òSoda-Acidó extinguishers  which propelled the water out 
of  it by inducing a chemical reaction

Å



Chemical Truck fitted with Water Pump in 
1931 for a cost of $ 1,125.00



Chemical Truck Aids at
Monroe Fire

Excerpts from a Messenger story on Monticello Assisting Monroe FD 
ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфолΩǎΦ ! ŦƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ aŀǊǾƛƴ ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴ 
and C. M. Stauffer  as they were returning from Monroe the fire was 
on the J.E. Dortyfarm that was rented by Charles Keegan near 
άwƻǳƴŘ DǊƻǾŜέ  ƛƴ ŀƭƭ т ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳǊƴŜŘΦ !ƭǎƻ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 
Monticello was Henry J Elmer A. Chief and Otto Bontlythey had to 
call a second time for Monroe to respond and also called Monticello 
to respond. The Chemical truck from Monroe FD proved to be useless 
as the chemical tanks were empty.  The Monticello Engine arriving 
later put out a fire in the chicken house and prevented flames form 
spreading to the house. Cars lined up on the highway for 2 miles to 
watch as they all were returning from a circus at Monroe. This was 
ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ άǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜέΦ



Geigel Cheese Factory Fire



Monticello Fire & Rescue
Picture is from 1938   Prior 

to hosting the Southern 
Wisconsin Northern Illinois 

Fireman's Association Spring 
Convention

The firemen are shown with 
the 1927 converted Chemical 
Unit and just received that 
year the 1937 GMC pumper 


